Suggested Template for the Statistical Notes*
(by UNSD, as of 22 October 2013)
This template aims to ensure that all statistical notes follow a similar structure and cover certain important aspects, as applicable. The statistical notes should be aligned with the respective issue brief, be written for a non-technical (although very knowledgeable) audience and be very succinct and short, not exceeding 2-3 pages.
1)
Main policy issues, potential goals and targets (based on analysis of HLP report and other reports)
· Aligned with issue briefs

· Point out linkages to other issues, the general policy framework or any relevant measurement framework, as applicable and appropriate

2) 
Conceptual and methodological tools

· Availability 

· Gaps and what does it take to fill them

· References

3)
Existing and new indicators

· What is out there to build on?
· Relevant MDG indicators

· Relevant international indicator sets

· Relevant monitoring frameworks (with goals, targets and/or indicators)
· Need for new indicators
· References

4)
Data requirements, challenges and limitations

· Data availability (spatial, temporal and thematic coverage, data quality, disaggregation) and data sources
· International

· National

· Data gaps and what does it take to fill them; Feasibility and resource requirements
· References
5)
Conclusions

* Background: The Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations General Assembly (OWG) is conducting a series of sessions in which a list of relevant issues is being discussed. For each of the issues the Technical Support Team (TST) under the umbrella of the UN Task Team (UNTT) (which supports system-wide preparations for the post-2015 development agenda and consists of over 60 UN entities and agencies and international organizations) has been preparing an issue brief. - The UN Statistical Commission at its forty-fourth session in 2013 requested the Friends of the Chair Group on Broader Measures of Progress (FOC) “to closely monitor the ongoing debate on development frameworks and to keep the Bureau of the Statistical Commission informed, undertaking an active dialogue with United Nations bodies and the policy sphere in order to ensure that a robust statistical measurement approach is incorporated from the outset in preparations for the post-2015 development agenda”. As part of this active dialogue the FOC is participating in the preparation of statistical notes (or annexes) to the issue briefs. The statistical notes will be made available to the members of the OWG and are expected be posted right next to the issue briefs (please see the following link for the issue briefs of session 5: http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1665).
